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7. Textile Semitic Loanwords in Mycenaean as 
Wanderwörter

Valentina Gasbarra

/DQJXDJH�LV� WKH�PRVW�GLUHFW�PHDQV�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�DQG�WKH�PRVW�VSRQWDQHRXV�UHÀH[�RI� WKH�FXOWXUH�
which it represents. In this sense, the decipherment of Linear B and the publication of Mycenaean 
archives have led us to examine how Mycenaean society was organized and, from a strictly linguistic 
point of view, the contacts and exchanges between the Mycenaean world and its immediate or more 
distant neighbours, as well as the connections with 1st millennium Greek forms. 

Even though Mycenaean tablets consist exclusively in bureaucratic or administrative documents, 
they testify to the most fundamental linguistic categories of later Greek and allow us to follow 
and reconstruct the evolution of the language between the two stages under the phonological, 
PRUSKR�V\QWDFWLFDO�DQG�OH[LFDO�SUR¿OHV��7KLV�WDVN�GRHV�QRW�RFFXU�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�VXUSULVHV��DV�ZH�FDQ�
see, for example, by taking a glance at some morphological categories, such as the compounds. 
The Mycenaean lexicon displays a well consolidated tendency in replacing some terminological 
blanks with neologisms, which are often not yet included in the standard vocabulary, and for this 
reason present with a high degree of internal transparency and a clear recognizability in terms of 
constituents. On this subject, the other strategy available is the borrowing, and particularly, the 
borrowing of special terminology. This sector of research is not completely exhaustive at the present 
time,1�DOWKRXJK�0\FHQDHDQ�VWXGLHV�KDYH�NQRZQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSXOVH�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKDQNV�ERWK�
to the interest of scholars and to the edition of corpora of documents, which have made a wide 
survey of the Mycenaean archives and have shown the spread of the language.

7KH� LQIUHTXHQW� ORDQZRUGV� LQ� WKH�0\FHQDHDQ�/LQHDU�%�DUFKLYHV�EHORQJ�PDLQO\� WR� WKH�¿HOG�RI�
commercial exchange and they provide valuable evidence of Greek-Semitic interaction in the 2nd 
PLOOHQQLXP�%&��/HW¶V�VWDUW�IURP�WKH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WH[WLOH�WHUPLQRORJ\��H�J��WKRVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�¿EUH�
production, textile names, weaving and manufacture of garments, names of the workers employed 
LQ� WKH� WH[WLOH� LQGXVWU\��ZKLFK�DUH�ERUURZHG� LQ� WKH�0\FHQDHDQ� WDEOHWV�� WKLV�FRQWULEXWLRQ� LV�DLPHG�
at elucidating the procedures and the categorization of linguistic borrowings, taking into account 
the typology of loanwords and the degree of the adaptation phenomena, such as the formation 
of compounds and derivatives modeled by using the morpho-syntactical structures of the Greek 
language. Another topic, which will be focused on, is the continuity between the semantic classes 
1��)RU�D�VXUYH\�RI�VWXGLHV�DERXW�*UHHN�DQG�6HPLWLF�LQWHUIHUHQFH�GXULQJ�WKH��QG�PLOOHQQLXP�%&��VHH��9DQLþHN�������0XVV�
$UQROW�������/HZ\�������*ULPPH�������0D\HU�0RGHQD�������$VWRXU�������0DVVRQ������
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in the Semitic loanwords of the 2nd millennium BC and those of the later stage of the Greek 
language. Although the number of Semitic loanwords in the Mycenaean tablets is few, the terms that 
the Greek language continues borrowing from the Semitic languages are still related to the names 
of plants, metals, materials and garments and, mostly, to technical and commercial terminology. 
A latere�RI�WKHVH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�$QDWROLDQ�ODQJXDJHV�PXVW�EH�XQGHUOLQHG��WKH�
role of Hittite, particularly as the intermediary language from which Mycenaean Greek inherited 
some Semitic loanwords, will be also stressed.

The pre-Greek substrate and Greek in contact with other languages
The contacts between Greek and other languages, and the effects produced by these contacts, provide 
the most conspicuous evidence of the historicity of language. In ancient times, just as today, linguistic 
ERUURZLQJ�UHÀHFWV�MXGJHPHQWV�RI�FXOWXUDO�YDOXH�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�SURJUHVV�RI�D�ODQJXDJH�LV�GHSHQGHQW�
on precisely such judgements.2 The question of Greek in contact with other languages cannot be 
VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RQ�³FRPPRQ�*UHHN´�DQG�RQ�WKH�VXEVWUDWH�DQG�FRQWDFW�ODQJXDJHV�RQ�
the Greek territory before the Hellenization. After the collapse of the Mycenaean kingdoms and 
the disintegration of the palatial societies, the linguistic outline of Greece was completely thrown. 
7KH�VR�FDOOHG�³*UHHN�'DUN�$JHV´���WK±�WK�FHQWXULHV�%&��FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�D�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�
cultural withdrawal3�DV� WHVWL¿HG�E\�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�HYLGHQFH��DQG�ZLWK� WKH�FRQVHTXHQW� ORVV�RI�
WKH�XVH�RI�ZULWLQJ��7KH�'DUN�$JHV�FDQ�WKHUHIRUH�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�IRUPDWLYH�SHULRG�RI�WKH�FXOWXUH�
of archaic and classical Greece, at the end of which4 the adoption of alphabetic writing inherited 
IURP� WKH� QRUWKHUQ� 6HPLWLF� VFULSWV� �ĳȠȚȞȚțȒȚĮ� ȖȡȐȝȝĮĲĮ� µ3KRHQLFLDQ� VFULSW¶�� LV� RQH� RI� WKH�PRVW�
important innovations.

The linguistic outline of Greece before the introduction of the Linear A and B writings is widely 
debated, and scholars are divided between those who believe that the Greek language has become 
dominant on a pre-existent Indo-European substrate,� and those who are inclined to believe in a 
VR�FDOOHG�³,QGR�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ� VXEVWUDWH´�ZLWK�D�YHU\�JHQHUDO� DQG� LQGH¿QLWH� IHDWXUHV��EXW�ZLWK�D�
clear and discriminating Non-Indo-European origin.�

These are both a priori assumptions and, as such, cannot be defended. The only fact that we can 
also evaluate is the presence of a number of words in the Greek lexicon which have no obvious 
FRQQHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRJQDWH�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�VXVSHFWHG�RI�EHLQJ�ORDQV�RI�³DXWRFKWKRQRXV´�
population inhabiting those areas before the arrival of the Indo-Europeans.7 The generic notion of 
VXEVWUDWH�KDV�WR�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�D�ZHDN�VHQVH��DV�D�VRUW�RI�³LQKHULWDQFH´�RU��DV�³PLJUDQW�ZRUGV´��
which occur in other Mediterranean languages and for which no plausible etymology can be found 
�WKH�PRVW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�H[DPSOHV�DUH��਩ȜĮȚȠȞ�µROLYH�RLO¶�RU�ȠੇȞȠȢ�µZLQH¶���

On the other hand, the question of loanwords from pre-Greek languages is particularly complex in 
WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�ZRUGV�OLNH�ȟȑȞȠȢ�µIRUHLJQ¶��ਙȞĮȟ�µORUG¶��ȕĮıȚȜİȪȢ�µNLQJ¶��ʌȩȜİȝȠȢ�µZDU¶��șİȩȢ�µJRG¶�
2��)RU�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�ODQJXDJHV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�*UHHN��VHH�&KULVWLGLV����������±�����
3��2Q�WKH�UHWXUQ�WR�D�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�HFRQRP\�DQG�RQ�WKH�DEDQGRQPHQW�RI�FRPSOH[�DQG�KLHUDUFKLFDO�VRFLDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
DV�UHDFWLRQ�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�SDODWLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��VHH�6QRGJUDVV����������±����
4��$PDGDVL�*X]]R�����������±����
���3DOPHU��������±��
���%HODUGL������������6LOYHVWUL���������±���
7��6]HPHUpQ\L����������±����
�  2Q�WKH�QDPHV�DQG�RQ�WKH�³HW\PRORJLFDO�UHDVRQV´�RI�µROLYH�RLO¶�DQG�RI�µZLQH¶�VHH�6LOYHVWUL����������±����
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etc., with a high degree of specialization in the form and in the meaning and with no connection in 
the other Indo-European languages, although attested in the Mycenaean archives and, afterwards, 
in all 1st millennium Greek dialects. 

,W¶V�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�JR�IXUWKHU��DOO�WKH�HIIRUWV�GLUHFWHG�WR�LQGLYLGXDOL]H�D�VSHFL¿F�VXEVWUDWH��$HJHDQ��
3HODVJLDQ��$VLDQLF�HWF����VRPHWLPHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�DQFLHQW�KLVWRULDQV�DERXW�WKH�RULJLQ�
of their language,� have never met unanimous consensus among scholars, because they always 
show a lot of weaknesses on the phonetic, morphological or semantic point of view, since many 
of these terms may be borrowed from languages not yet directly attested.��

Mycenaean Contacts with the Near East
7KH� 0\FHQDHDQ� SDODWLDO� V\VWHP� UHTXLUHG� LQWHQVLYH� H[SORLWDWLRQ� RI� UHJLRQDO� UHVRXUFHV�� VXGGHQ�
expansion of the power of a single palatial centre to control broader regional resources and 
production would have created new hierarchies of power, work and socio-political networks.11 
That organization required a KLJK� GHJUHH� RI� VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�ZLWKLQ� VSHFL¿F� LQGXVWULHV� �H�J��ZRRO��
ÀD[�DQG�G\H�VXEVWDQFHV� IRU�FORWK�SURGXFWLRQ��ROLYH�RLO��SHUIXPHG�VXEVWDQFHV�DQG� UHODWHG�SRWWHU\�
PDQXIDFWXUH�HWF����7KH�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�WUDGHV�DQG�RFFXSDWLRQV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�/LQHDU�%�
documents, implies the development of a specialization of labour, which goes far beyond that seen 
in Homer. Textile production in particular, is one of the most ancient human technologies, playing 
a crucial role in societies world-wide throughout our past and giving a clear measure of the level 
RI�WHFKQLFDO�NQRZ�KRZ��7H[WLOH�SURGXFWLRQ�UHÀHFWV�KXPDQ�LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�VLQFH�
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�,FH�$JH��$FURVV�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�DUHD��LW�WHVWL¿HV�WR�FXOWXUDO�FRQWDFWV�DQG�H[FKDQJHV�
between the West and the Ancient Near East. The textile loanwords in the Mycenaean archives 
point primarily to extensive commercial relations with the Semitic East, but also to the high level 
of lexical (and, consequently, social and cultural) permeability between the Semitic and the Greek 
world. The study of textile terminology has a strong inter-disciplinary component, because it is 
closely connected with the study of material culture and techniques and with the role of textile 
SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�DQFLHQW�VRFLHWLHV�ZLWK�LWV�VLJQL¿FDQFH�LQ�WKH�HFRQRP\��7KH�FRPSOH[�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�
production in Mycenaean times might in any case be inferred from the high level of trades. They 
FDQ�DOVR�EH�LGHQWL¿HG�RQ�VLPLODU�WDEOHWV�IURP�WKH�(DVWHUQ�DUFKLYHV��LQ�ZKLFK�FUDIW�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV�
of prime importance and, although textiles are largely invisible in the archaeological record due 
to their perishable nature, the presence of a linguistic term of a given procedure or tool implies its 
existence in the society where the language was spoken.12

:KHQ� /LQHDU� %� ZDV� ¿UVW� GHFLSKHUHG�� LW� ZDV� LPPHGLDWHO\� FOHDU13� WKDW� ³WKH� PRVW� XVHIXO� DQG�
VLJQL¿FDQW� DQDORJLHV´� OD\� ZLWK� WKH� EHWWHU� GRFXPHQWHG� DQG� PRUH� IXOO\� XQGHUVWRRG� VRFLHWLHV� RI�
DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVW�� RIWHQ�� WKRXJK�� WKH� FU\SWLF�SUDFWLFHV�GHVFULEHG� LQ� WKH�0\FHQDHDQ� WDEOHWV� KDYH�
been illuminated by the Near Eastern documentation.14 The presence of foreign goods in Greece and 
�  Strabo (Geogr���������VDLG��©�ਬțĮĲĮ૙ȠȢ�ȝ੻Ȟ�R੣Ȟ�੒�ȂȚȜȒıȚȠȢ�ʌİȡ੿�ĲોȢ�ɉİȜȠʌȠȞȞȒıȠȣ�ĳȘı੿Ȟ�įȚȩĲȚ�ʌȡઁ�Ĳ૵Ȟ�ਬȜȜȒȞȦȞ�
ફțȘıĮȞ�Į੝Ĳ੽Ȟ�ȕȐȡȕĮȡȠȚ�ª�
����'XKRX[����������±����
11��6HH�3DODLPD�����������
12��)RU�D�JHQHUDO�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�FUDIW�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\��VHH�6DVVRQ�������YRO����FKDSWHU����)RU�D�UHFHQW�
review of the ancient Western and Near Eastern textile terminology, see Michel and Nosch �����
13��9HQWULV�DQG�&KDGZLFN�������������������������±����
14��)RU�WKH�DQDORJLHV�EHWZHHQ�0\FHQDHDQ�DQG�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�VRFLHWLHV��VHH�6KHOPHUGLQH����������±����
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&UHWH��FRQ¿UPHG�E\�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�IRUHLJQ�ZRUGV��QDPHV�RI�VSLFHV��SODQWV��PHWDOV�DQG�PDWHULDOV��
LQ� WKH�/LQHDU�%�ZULWWHQ�WH[WV�� WHVWL¿HV�WR� WUDGH�FRQWDFWV�ZLWK�WKH�6HPLWLF�SRSXODWLRQV�IRU�PRVW�RI�
WKH��QG�PLOOHQQLXP�%&��)RU�H[DPSOH��PDQ\�RI�WKH�IRUHLJQ�UHIHUHQFHV�FRPH�IURP�3\ORV��ZKHUH�WKH�
tablets date to the last year of the palace administration at the end of LH IIIB. At this time, trade 
contacts with the Near East continued, though probably not on as large a scale as prevailed during 
/+�,,,$�±,,,%���2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�3\ORV�DUFKLYHV�SURYLGH�WH[WXDO�HYLGHQFH�IRU�VWDWH�RUJDQL]HG�
production of linen textiles and perfumed oil in industrial quantities, similar to the Knossos wool 
industry. 

Mycenaean textile industry
7H[WLOH�SURGXFWLRQ�LV��KRZHYHU��ODERXU�LQWHQVLYH�DQG�LQYROYHV�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�SURFHVVHV��LW�LPSOLHV�
specialization and division of tasks. Textile terminologies are closely associated with the study of 
PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV��DQG�WR�WKH�UROH�RI�WH[WLOH�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�LWV�VLJQL¿FDQFH�
LQ�WKH�HFRQRP\��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��WKH�WDEOHWV�UHFRUG�VSHFL¿F�RFFXSDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�VSLQQHUV��ZHDYHUV�
and fullers.�� We have information on textiles from various Mycenaean centres (Thebes, Mycenae, 
.QRVVRV�� 3\ORV��� EXW� WKH� PRVW� H[WHQVLYH� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ� FRPHV� IURP� .QRVVRV��� where we can 
GLVWLQJXLVK�GDWD�DERXW�ÀRFNV��ZRRO��SURGXFWLRQ�RI�FORWKHV�DQG�QDPHV�RI�WH[WLOH�ZRUNHUV��DQG�IURP�
3\ORV��ZKHUH�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�ÀD[�DQG�OLQHQ�FORWKV�LV�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG��,Q�WKH�0\FHQDHDQ�ZRUOG��
WKH�WH[WLOH�LQGXVWU\�±�ZKRVH�H[SHUWLVH�DOUHDG\�H[LVWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SDODWLDO�WHUULWRULHV��SUREDEO\�
LQKHULWHG�IURP�0LQRDQ�FXOWXUH�±�ZDV�FRQWUROOHG�DQG�PRQLWRUHG�E\�WKH�SDODFHV�E\�VXSSRUWLQJ�ZRUNHUV17 
DQG�E\�FRQWUROOLQJ�WKH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�IURP�VWDJH�WR�VWDJH�XQWLO�SURGXFWV�ZHUH�¿QLVKHG��
The raw materials were distributed to textile workers with the expectation that set production targets 
ZRXOG�EH�PHW�DQG�¿QLVKHG�WH[WLOHV�GHOLYHUHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�SDODFH����'LVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�UHTXLVLWLRQ�RI�UDZ�
materials to dependent workers is known as ta-ra-si-ja system,�� and well documented in several 
areas of craft production. The palace control of goods and materials as well as the management 
of economic activities involved not only the textile industry, but also all the specialized industries 
evidenced in the Linear B texts�� (furniture and woodworking, the manufacture of perfumed oil, 
bronze production, pottery, work with precious materials as gold, lapis-lazuli and ivory etc.). 

$V� HYLGHQFHG� DERYH�� WKH� PDLQ� W\SRORJLHV� RI� ¿EUHV� WHVWL¿HG� LQ� WKH� 0\FHQDHDQ� DUFKLYHV� DUH�
ZRRO�DQG�ÀD[��ZKLFK�LV�GRFXPHQWHG�ERWK�DV�FXOWLYDWHG�SODQW�DQG�DV�D�¿EUH�UHDG\�WR�EH�ZRYHQ�21 
7KH�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�ÀD[�DQG�WKH�OLQHQ�LQGXVWU\�ZHUH�ZLGH�VSUHDG�LQ�*UHHFH��DV� LW� LV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�
WHUPV� GHVLJQDWLQJ� SURGXFWLRQ� DQG�PDQXIDFWXUH� RI� ÀD[�OLQHQ� DUWLFOHV� LQ� DOO� SHULRGV� RI� WKH�*UHHN�
language and by place-names22�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�WHUP�IRU�³ÀD[´�HWF��&XOWLYDWLRQ�DQG�PDQXIDFWXUH�

����6HH�.LOOHQ�������3DODLPD�������1RVFK�������
����6HH�/XMiQ������
17��$V�.LOOHQ������HYLGHQFHG��JURXSV�RI�WH[WLOH�ZRUNHUV�ZHUH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�SDODWLDO�IRRG�UDWLRQV�
����&OLQH�����������
����6HH�1RVFK������������
����6HH�3DODLPD�����������
21��6HH�'HO�)UHR�et al.����������±�����ZKR�LGHQWL¿HV�D�UHJXODU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�WDEOHWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SODQW�DQG�WKH�¿EUH�
WKURXJK�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�V\OODERJUDPV��
�� 6$��/,180���DWWHVWHG�LQ�3\ORV�DQG�.QRVVRV��DQG�5,��DWWHVWHG�LQ�WKH�0D�VHULHV�
RI�3\ORV��LQ�3<�0P����DQG�LQ�.1�1F������
22��)RU�D�UHYLHZ�RI�DQFLHQW��NRLQH��PHGLHYDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�*UHHN�WHUPV�DQG�QDPHV�IRU�³ÀD[´��³OLQHQ´�DQG�WKHLU�GHULYDWLYHV��
VHH�*HRUJDFDV������
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RI�ÀD[��linum usitatissimum) are also well attested in the documents from Near Eastern archives, 
in which different kinds of cloths and different kinds of employment are regularly distinguished. 
This subtle distinction is not noticeable in the Mycenaean texts, which only make reference to a 
SDUWLFXODU� W\SRORJ\�RI�OLQHQ�LQ�WKH�.QRVVRV�WDEOHW�-�����ZKHUH�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�ri-no re-po-to, Gr. 
ȜȓȞȠȞ�ȜİʌĲȩȞ�µYHU\�¿QH�OLQHQ¶��EHIRUH�ki-to��*U��ȤȚĲȫȞ�LV�DWWHVWHG��7KH�RWKHU�WHUPV�ZLWK�D�6HPLWLF�
HW\PRORJ\�� OLNH�ȕȪııȠȢ µE\VVRV¶� �$NN��bǌ܈X��8JDU�� DQG�3KRHQ��E܈��+HEU��bǌ܈�� DQG�ıȚȞįȫȞ� µ¿QH�
ZRYHQ� FORWK�� ¿QH� OLQHQ� JDUPHQW¶� �$NN�� saddinu/šaddi(n)um�� +HEU�� VDGƯQ), that denote different 
DQG�PRUH�YDOXDEOH� W\SRORJLHV�RI� OLQHQ��DSSHDU� LQ� WKH�*UHHN�YRFDEXODU\�H[FOXVLYHO\�IURP�WKH��WK�
FHQWXU\�%&��7KLV�ODWH�DWWHVWDWLRQ�±�LQ�D�FHUWDLQ�VHQVH�±�FRQ¿UPV�WKH�SXUH�QDWXUH�RI�³ORDQZRUGV�E\�
QHFHVVLW\´�23 connected with the need for naming new products obtained thanks to the improvement 
of cultivation and manufacturing techniques. 

Textile terminology and Semitic loanwords in the Linear B texts
/LQHDU�%� UHFRUGV� D� YHU\� VPDOO� QXPEHU� RI� QDPHV�RI� JDUPHQWV�� LQ� VWULFW� FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH�ÀD[�
industry. The Mycenaean documents record the word ki-to��*U��ȤȚĲȫȞ�µFKLWRQ��WXQLF��GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�
a garment without sleeves’. The term is passim attested in the Knossos archive and it represents a 
well-known example of a Semitic loanword, probably lent from the Akk. kitû(m), and which can 
EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�8JDU��DQG�3KRHQ��ktn, Hebr. kutonet.24

Although the etymology of the word is widely debated,�� the Akkadian term kitû(m), on which 
WKH�*UHHN�ȤȚĲȫȞ�LV�PRGHOOHG��LV�SUREDEO\�LQKHULWHG�IURP�WKH�6XPHULDQ�*$'��*$'$���µOLQHQ��OLQHQ�
garment’. 

The term ki-to��QRP��VLQJ���LV�DWWHVWHG�LQ�WKH�.QRVVRV�DUFKLYH�WZLFH��.1�/F�����%�DQG�/���������
as well as the forms ki-to-ne (nom. pl.) and ki-to-na (accus. sing.) attested respectively in KN L771.2 
DQG�.1�/G������E�� DQG� WKH� LQVWUXPHQWDO�ki-to-pi� LQ�.1�/G�����%��7KH� WHUP� UHSUHVHQWV� D� JRRG�
degree of adaptation into the Mycenaean lexicon, making a derivative and internally transparent 
DGMHFWLYH�WKURXJK�WKH�LQVHUWLRQ�RI�*UHHN�DI¿[HV��OLNH�e-pi-ki-to-ni-ja,27�*U��ਥʌȚȤȚĲȦȞȓĮ��DQ�DGMHFWLYH�
WKDW�VSHFL¿HV�D�FORWK�ZKLFK�LV�µZRUQ�RYHU�WKH�ki-to’.

The fact, however, that the term is spread among numerous Indo-European and Non-Indo-
(XURSHDQ�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�FXOWXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�UHJXODU�DQG�YHU\�JHQHUDO�PHDQLQJ�µWXQLF�� OLQHQ�WXQLF¶��
VXJJHVWV�D�FORVH�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³ZDQGHULQJ�ZRUGV´��ZRUGV�ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�ERUURZHG�
IURP�ODQJXDJH�WR�ODQJXDJH��DFURVV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DUHD��

In studies of linguistic interference, it is important to record the distribution of words of foreign 
origin, making a clear distinction between those words which are widely attested in the host language 
and those of more limited occurrence. The early contacts between Greek and Semitic attested in 
WKH�0\FHQDHDQ� WDEOHWV� EHORQJ�PDLQO\� WR� WKH� ¿HOG� RI� FRPPHUFLDO� H[FKDQJH�� IRU� WKLV� UHDVRQ� WKH�
borrowed names with a Semitic etymology in the Linear B texts coherently exhibit this kind of 
EHKDYLRXU��7KH\�DOVR�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�SODQWV�VSLFHV��H�J��0\F��ku-mi-no-(a)��*U��țȪȝȚȞȠȞ�

23��)RU�D�JHQHUDO�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�OH[LFDO�ERUURZLQJV�VHH�+DVSHOPDWK�DQG�7DGPRU�������SDUWLFXODUO\�FKDSWHU������±���
24  )RU�DOO�WKH�1RUWK�:HVW�6HPLWLF�DWWHVWDWLRQV��VHH�+RIWLM]HU�DQG�-RQJHOLQJ�������V�Y�
����6HH��ODWHO\��9LWD�����������
����&IU��$+Z��&$'��YRO�����DQG�&'$��V�Y�� (OOHQERJHQ�����������0DVVRQ�����������*(:�DQG�('*��V�Y�
27��,Q�.1�/�����DQG��SUREDEO\��LQ�.1�/������
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µFXPLQ¶�WR�EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�$NN��kamǌnu(m)��3KRHQ��kmn and Hebr. kammon;�� Myc. sa-sa-ma, 
*U��ıȒıĮȝȠȞ�µVHVDPH¶�WR�EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�$NN��ãDPDããDPPǌ�P��DQG�8JDU��DQG�3KRHQ��ššmn��� 
Myc. ku-pa-ro��*U��țȪʌĮȚȡȠȢ�µF\SHUXV¶��ZKRVH�PRGHO��PD\EH��FRXOG�EH�WUDFHG�LQ�+HEU��koper) and 
metals (e.g. Myc. ku-ru-so��*U�� ȤȡȣıȩȢ� µJROG¶���7KH�ZRUG� IRU� µJROG¶� LV�ZLGHO\� DWWHVWHG� LQ�PDQ\�
Semitic languages, like Akk. ېXUƗ܈X�P���8JDUې��U��3܈KRHQۊ��U܈�� and Hebr. ېƗUǌ܈, and its frequency 
demonstrates the importance of the gold trade in the ancient economy of Aegean and Near East. 
%HVLGH�WKH�QRXQ�IRU�µJROG¶��WKH�0\FHQDHDQ�DUFKLYHV�UHFRUG�WKH�PDWHULDO�DGMHFWLYH�ku-ru-so and ku-
ru-sa-pi31 �+RP��*U��ȤȡȪıİȚȠȢ��ȤȡȪıİȠȢ��$HRO��ȤȡȪıȚȠȢ�µJROGHQ��PDGH�RI�JROG¶���DQG�D�FRPSRXQG�
in -wo-ko �worgos���ku-ru-so-wo-ko��3<�$Q����������*U��
ȤȡȣıȠࢬ�ȠȡȖȩȢ�µJROG�ZRUNHU¶��ZKLFK�LV�
inscribed in a large group (c������RI�FRPSRXQGHG�VXEVWDQWLYHV�ZLWK�YHUEDO�VHFRQG�PHPEHU��XVXDOO\�
indicating professions or functions, characterized by their internal recognizability.

�,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�6HPLWLF�ZRUGV�MXVW�PHQWLRQHG��WZR�WHUPV�IRU�SUHFLRXV�PDWHULDOV�FDQ�EH�DGGHG��
Myc. ku-wa-no��*U��țȪĮȞȠȢ�µODSLV�OD]XOL¶�DQG�0\F��e-re-pa��*U��ਥȜȑĳĮȢ��µLYRU\¶��Ku-wa-no and e-re-
pa represent a different typology of loanwords,32 because they have been inherited in Mycenaean 
Greek not directly from a Semitic language,33 but through the intermediation of Hittite, as the Hittite 
forms ku(wa)nna(n)– and ODېSD�± clearly demonstrate.

Some tentative conclusions
If the analysis conducted is correct, we can also assume that 2nd millennium Greek displays a 
VPDOO�QXFOHXV�RI�WHUPV�ZLWK�D�6HPLWLF�HW\PRORJ\��7KHVH�ORDQZRUGV�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�¿HOG�RI�³VSHFLDO�
WHUPLQRORJ\´�DQG�WKH\�VKHG�D�OLJKW�DERXW�FRQWDFWV�DQG�H[FKDQJHV�EHWZHHQ�0\FHQDHDQ�*UHHNV�DQG�
their immediate or more distant neighbours in the Mediterranean basin during the Bronze Age. They 
DOVR�VHHP�WR�FRQ¿UP�D�KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�FRQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKH�VHPDQWLF�FODVVHV��EHFDXVH�WKH�WHUPV�WKDW�WKH�
Greek language continues to borrow from Semitic languages during its history belong mainly to the 
¿HOG�RI�WUDGHV�DQG�WHFKQLTXHV��7KHVH�ODWHU�ORDQZRUGV�DUH�HYLGHQW�LQ�D�VSHFL¿F�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHHG�
IRU�QDPLQJ�QHZ�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�QHZ�REMHFWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�HW\PRORJ\�RI�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�ȝȞ઼��WR�
be compared with Lat. mina and Skt. PDQƗ ғ-), which appears in Greek texts and inscriptions from 
WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�%&�DQG�ZKLFK�GHVLJQDWHV�WKH�QDPH�RI�D�ZHLJKW�VWDQGDUG�DQG�D�VXP�RI�PRQH\��FDQ�
be traced in the Akkadian manû(m)34 (Hebr. PƗQƝ��DQG�8JDU��mn���WKH�WHUP�IRU�WKH�YHUE�µWR�FRXQW¶�
DQG�IRU�µD�PLQD�ZHLJKW��c������JUDPV�¶��

6LPLODUO\�� WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�ıȓȖȜȠȢ�ıȓțȜȠȢ� �/DW�� siclus) µVKHNHO¶��ZKLFK� UHSUHVHQWV� ERWK� D� FRLQ�
DQG�D�XQLW\�RI�ZHLJKW��EXW�ZLWK�D�VPDOOHU�JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�WKDQ�ȝȞ઼���FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�
loanword from Akk. šiqlu(m) (Hebr. šeqel), the name of a weight and capacity measure.

A latere� RI� WKHVH� PRUH� JHQHUDO� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� HYDOXDWH� ±� DOWKRXJK� WKH�
WHUPLQRORJ\�LQ�0\FHQDHDQ�DUFKLYHV�LV�DOZD\V�SURIRXQGO\�IUDJPHQWDU\�DQG�VFDUFH�±�WKH�W\SRORJ\�

����)RU�3KRHQLFLDQ�DQG�+HEUHZ��VHH�+RIWLM]HU�DQG�-RQJHOLQJ�������V�Y�
��  6HH�+RIWLM]HU�DQG�-RQJHOLQJ�������V�Y�
��  6HH�+RIWLM]HU�DQG�-RQJHOLQJ�������V�Yۊ��U4܈.
31  ku-ru-so in 3<�7D���������DQG�ku-ru-sa-pi�LQ�3<�7D��������������
32  For a further analysis of the role of Hittite as a bridge language between Indo-European and Non-Indo-European 
ZRUOG��VHH�*DVEDUUD�DQG�3R]]D�������SDUWLFXODUO\�SDUDJUDSK�����
33  Cfr. the Akkadian terms uqnû(m) µODSLV�OD]XOL¶�DQG�alpu(m) µEXOO��R[¶�
34  The Akkadian PDQǌ�KDV�EHHQ�JHQHUDOO\� LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�D� ORDQZRUG�IURP�6XPHULDQ�0$1$��VHH�$+Z��&$'��YRO�����
SDUW�,��DQG�&'$��V�Y�
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of linguistic interference we can analyze in the 2nd millennium BC Greek documentation. The 
analysis of loanwords, within the context in which they appear, suggests a close relation with the 
FDWHJRU\�RI�³ZDQGHULQJ�ZRUGV´��Wanderwörter). This class of words is spread among numerous 
ODQJXDJHV�DQG�FXOWXUHV��XVXDOO\�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WUDGH��DQG�LW�UHYHDOV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�GLI¿FXOW\�
in establishing the etymology of the terms, or even their original source-language. The separation 
of Wanderwörter from loanwords is often ambiguous, and they may be considered a special class 
of loanwords, well distinguished from the category of Lehnwort.

In this sense, the textile terminology inherited from a Semitic source shows a coherent behaviour 
with all the terminology of plants, metals and materials in Mycenaean archives with a Non-Indo-
European origin. These loanwords are also well adapted in the Mycenaean lexicon, as shown by 
the formation of derivative adjectives or compounds, and they represent a particular combination 
RI�HQGRJHQRXV�DQG�RU� H[RJHQRXV� VWUXFWXUHV�� FUHDWLQJ�QHZ�ZRUGV�ZHOO� DQFKRUHG� WR� WKH� VSKHUH�RI�
technical pertinence and without any secondary semantic developments.

Acknowledgements
7KLV�SDSHU�LV�D�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�35,1�SURMHFW�³/LQJXLVWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�LGHQWLW\��6RFLROLQJXLVWLF�
PRGHOV� DQG� KLVWRULFDO� OLQJXLVWLFV´� FRRUGLQDWHG� E\� 3LHUD� 0ROLQHOOL� �35,1� ����������� SURW��
����+;3))���VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�,WDOLDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�5HVHDUFK���0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�
DXWKRU�ZRUNV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�5HVHDUFK�8QLW�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�5RPH�³/D�6DSLHQ]D´��ZKRVH�FRRUGLQDWRU�
LV�3DROR�'L�*LRYLQH�

Abbreviations
$+Z� YRQ�6RGHQ��:������±�����Akkadisches Handwörterbuch: unter Benutzung des lexikalischen 

Nachlasses von Bruno Meissner (1868–1947). Bearbeitet von Wolfram von Soden��,±,,,��
Wiesbaden.

&$'� *HOE�,��-��et al.�����±�����The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University 
of Chicago. Chicago.

&'$� %ODFN�� -��� *HRUJH��$�� DQG� 3RVWJDWH�� 1�� �HGV�� ����2 A Concise Dictionary of Akkadian. 
Wiesbaden.

Bibliography
$PDGDVL�*X]]R��0��*�������7KH�VKDGRZ�OLQH��,Q�%DXUDLQ�&��DQG�.ULQJV�9���HGV���5pÀH[LRQV�VXU� O¶LQWURGXFWLRQ�
GH�O¶DOSKDEHW�HQ�*UqFH, Phoinikeia Grammata: Lire et Écrire en Méditerranée, Collection d’études classiques 
���/LqJH�����±����

$VWRXU��0��&�������Hellenosemitica: an Ethnic and Cultural Study in West Semitic Impact on Mycenaean Greek. 
Leiden.

$XUD�-RUUR��)������±�����Diccionario Micénico. Madrid.
%HODUGL��:�������8QD�QXRYD�VHULH� OHVVLFDOH� LQGRPHGLWHUUDQHD��5HQGLFRQWL�GHOO¶$FFDGHPLD�1D]LRQDOH�GHL�/LQFHL��

Classe di Scienze Morali, Storiche e Filologiche��6HULH���������±����
&OLQH��(��+�������The Oxford Handbook of Bronze Age Aegean (ca. 3000–1000 BC). Oxford.
&KULVWLGLV��$��)���HG��������A History of Ancient Greek from the Beginning to Late Antiquity. Cambridge.
'HO�)UHR��0���1RVFK��0��/��DQG�5RXJHPRQW��)�������7KH�7HUPLQRORJ\�RI�7H[WLOHV�LQ�WKH�/LQHDU�%�7DEOHWV�LQFOXGLQJ�

some Considerations on Linear A Logograms and Abbreviations. In C. Michel and M.-L. Nosch (eds), Textile 



���7. Textile Semitic Loanwords in Mycenaean as Wanderwörter

Terminologies in the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean from the Third to the First Millennia BC, Ancient 
7H[WLOHV�6HULHV����2[IRUG�����±����

'XKRX[�<�������3UH�*UHHN�/DQJXDJHV��,QGLUHFW�(YLGHQFH��,Q�$��)��&KULVWLGLV��HG����A History of Ancient Greek: 
from the Beginnings to Late Antiquity��&DPEULGJH�����±����

('*� �%HHNHV��5�������Etymological Dictionary of Greek��/HLGHQ�%RVWRQ�
(OOHQERJHQ��0�������Foreign Words in the Old Testament: their Origin and Etymology. London.
*DVEDUUD��9�� DQG� 3R]]D��0�� �����)HQRPHQL� GL� LQWHUIHUHQ]D� JUHFR�DQDWROLFD� QHO� ,,�PLOOHQQLR� D�&��� O¶LWWLWR� FRPH�

mediatore tra mondo indoeuropeo e mondo non indoeuropeo. AION ���1�6�������±����
*HRUJDNDV��'�� -�� �����*UHHN�7HUPV� IRU� ³)OD[´�� ³/LQHQ´� DQG� WKHLU�'HULYDWLYHV�� DQG� WKH�3UREOHP�RI� WKH�1DWLYH�

(J\SWLDQ�3KRQRORJLFDO�,QÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�*UHHN�RI�(J\SW��Dumbarton Oaks Papers��������±����
*(:� �)ULVN�+M������±������Griechisches etymologisches Wörterbuch��,±,,,��+HLGHOEHUJ�
*ULPPH��+�������+HWKLWLVFKHV�LP�*ULHFKLVFKHQ�:RUWVFKDW]H��Glotta�������±���
+DVSHOPDWK��0��DQG�7DGPRU��8�������/RDQZRUGV�LQ�WKH�:RUOG¶V�/DQJXDJHV��$�&RPSDUDWLYH�+DQGERRN. Berlin.
+RIWLM]HU��-��DQG�-RQJHOLQJ��.�������Dictionary of the North West Semitic Inscriptions��,±,,��/HLGHQ�
.LOOHQ��-��7�������7KH�7H[WLOH�,QGXVWULHV�DW�3\ORV�DQG�.QRVVRV��,Q�7��*��3DODLPD�DQG�&��:��6KHOPHUGLQH��HGV���Pylos 

Comes Alive: Industry and Administration in a Mycenaean Palace. Papers of a Symposium��1HZ�<RUN����±���
/HZ\��+�������Die Semitischen Fremdwörter im Griechischen. Berlin.
/XMiQ��(��5�������0\FHQDHDQ�7H[WLOH�7HUPLQRORJ\�DW�:RUN��7KH�.1�/F����7DEOHWV�DQG�WKH�2FFXSDWLRQDO�1RXQV�

of the Textile Industry. In C. Michel and M.-L. Nosch (eds), Textile Terminologies in The Ancient Near East 
and Mediterranean from the Third to the First Millennia BC��$QFLHQW�7H[WLOHV�6HULHV����2[IRUG�����±����

0D\HU�0RGHQD��0��/�������*OL�LPSUHVWLWL�VHPLWLFL�LQ�JUHFR��Rendiconti Istituto Lombardo di Lettere �������±����
0DVVRQ��(�������Recherches sur les plus anciens emprunts sémitiques en grec��3DULV�
0LFKHO��&��DQG�1RVFK��0��/���HGV�������Textile Terminologies in the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean from 

the Third to the First Millennia BC��$QFLHQW�7H[WLOHV�6HULHV����2[IRUG�
0RUSXUJR�'DYLHV��$�������7HUPLQRORJ\�RI�3RZHU�DQG�7HUPLQRORJ\�RI�:RUN�LQ�*UHHN�DQG�/LQHDU�%��,Q�(��5LVFK�DQG�

H. Mülestein (eds), &ROORTXLXP�0\FHQDHXP��$FWHV�GX�VL[LqPH�&ROORTXH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�VXU�OHV�WH[WHV�P\FpQLHQV�
et égéens tenu à Chaumont sur Neuchâtel (7–13 Septembre 1975)��*HQqYH����±����

0XVV�$UQROW��:�������2Q�6HPLWLF�:RUGV�LQ�*UHHN�DQG�/DWLQ��Transactions of the American Philological Association 
������±����

1RVFK��0��/�������$FTXLVLWLRQ�DQG�'LVWULEXWLRQ�� ta-ra-si-ja in the Mycenaean Textile Industry. In C. Gillis, C. 
5LVEHUJ�DQG�%��6M|EHUJ��HGV��Trade and Production in Premonetary Greece: Acquisition and Distribution of 
Raw Materials and Finished Products. Proceedings of the 6th International Workshop, Athens 1996��6ZHGHQ�
cVWU|P����±���

1RVFK��0��/���������3URGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�3DODFH�RI�.QRVVRV��2EVHUYDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�/F����7H[WLOH�7DUJHWV��American 
Journal of Archeology�������������±����

3DODLPD�� 7�� *�� ����� 3RWWHU� DQG� )XOOHU�� 7KH� 5R\DO� &UDIWVPHQ�� ,Q� 3�� 3�� %HWDQFRXUW� DQG� 5�� /DIILQHXU� �HGV���
ȉǼȋȃǾ��&UDIWVPHQ��&UDIWVZRPHQ�DQG�&UDIWVPDQVKLSV�LQ�WKH�$HJHDQ�%URQ]H�$JH��3URFHHGLQJV�RI�WKH��WK�
International Aegean Conference. Philadelphia, Temple University, 18–21 April 1996��$HJHXP�����/LqJH�
$XVWLQ�����±����

3DODLPD��7��*�������µ$UFKLYHV¶�DQG�µ6FULEHV¶�DQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�+LHUDUFK\�LQ�0\FHQDHDQ�*UHHN�/LQHDU�%�5HFRUGV. 
In M. Brosius (ed.), Ancient Archives and Archival Traditions. Concepts of Record-Keeping in the Ancient 
World��2[IRUG�����±����

3DODLPD��7��*�������0\FHQDHDQ�$FFRXQWLQJ�0HWKRGV�DQG�6\VWHPV�DQG�7KHLU�3ODFH�ZLWKLQ�0\FHQDHDQ�3DODWLDO�
Civilization. In M. Hudson and C. Wunsch (eds), Creating Economic Order. Record-Keeping, Standardization, 
and the Development of Accounting in the Ancient Near East��%HWKHVGD�0DU\ODQG�����±����

3DOPHU��/��5�������The Greek Language. London.
6DVVRQ��-���HG��������Civilizations of the Ancient Near East��,±,9��/RQGRQ�
6KHOPHUGLQH��&��:�������:KHUH�GR�ZH�JR� IURP�KHUH"�$QG�KRZ�FDQ� WKH�/LQHDU�%� WDEOHWV�KHOS�XV�JHW� WKHUH"� ,Q�

(��+��&OLQH�DQG�'��+DUULV�&OLQH��HGV���The Aegean and the Orient in the Second Millennium, Proceedings of 
the 50th Anniversary Symposium, University of Cincinnati, 18–20 April 1997, Aegeum ����/LqJH�����±����

6LOYHVWUL��'�������La nozione di indomediterraneo in linguistica storica. Napoli.



Valentina Gasbarra���

6LOYHVWUL��'�������,QWHUIHUHQ]H�OLQJXLVWLFKH�QHOO¶(JHR�WUD�SUHLVWRULD�H�SURWRVWRULD��,Q�/��/RUHQ]HWWL�DQG�0��0DQFLQL�
(eds), Le lingue del Mediterraneo antico. Culture, mutamenti, contatti��5RPD�����±����

6QRGJUDVV��$��0�������An Archaeology of Greece. The present State and future Scope of a Discipline��%HUNHOH\�
Los Angeles.

6]HPHUpQ\L��2�������2Q�5HFRQVWUXFWLQJ�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�6XEVWUDWD��Romance Philology��������±����
9DQLþHN��$�������Fremdwörter im Griechischen und Lateinischen. Leipzig.
9HQWULV��0��DQG�&KDGZLFN��-���������Documents in Mycenaean Greek. Cambridge.
9LJR��0�������/LQHQ� LQ�+LWWLWH� ,QYHQWRU\�7H[WV�� ,Q�&��0LFKHO� DQG�0��/��1RVFK� �HGV���Textile Terminologies in 

The Ancient Near East and Mediterranean from the Third to the First Millennia BC, Ancient Textiles Series 
���2[IRUG�����±����

9LWD��-��3�������7H[WLOH�7HUPLQRORJ\�LQ�WKH�8JDULWLF�7H[WV��,Q�&��0LFKHO�DQG�0��/��1RVFK��HGV���Textile Terminologies 
in the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean from the Third to the First Millennia BC, Ancient Textiles Series 
���2[IRUG�����±����

:LVWL� /DVVHQ��$�� �������7RROV�� 3URFHGXUHV� DQG� 3URIHVVLRQV��$� UHYLHZ� RI�$NNDGLDQ�7H[WLOH�7HUPLQRORJ\�� ,Q�&��
Michel and M.-L. Nosch. (eds), Textile Terminologies in the Ancient Near East and Mediterranean from the 
Third to the First Millennia BC��$QFLHQW�7H[WLOHV�6HULHV����2[IRUG�����±����


